
The
D-Day
Story

  Hilsea Lines is where I nd peace in the city. Walking through 

                             woodland spotting foxes, woodpeckers & ducks

“Portchester Healthy Walk 
is brilliant. You get to see 
the castle and we stop for 
a cup of tea, that’s when 
you get to talk to everyone 
on the walk and learn 
about their lives”

             “There was an Airspeed 
factory in north Portsmouth 
and lots of local women 
worked there building parts 
for gliders, often doing long 
night shifts to get them ready 

in time for D-Day” 

“During World War II a 
teacher would visit our 
house for half a day each 
week to teach us. 
I lived on Green Lane”

“A D-Day veteran called John 
Jenkins told me he sneaked out of 
Wickham and walked miles to 
secretly meet up with his wife and 
little girl the night before D-Day” 
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“I often jog around the 
eastern side and look at 
the Mulberry Harbour that 
never made it to D-Day, it 
broke in half as it was 
towed out of Portsmouth”

“We would collect bits of metal in 
the street that were left behind 
after the tanks had driven down 
Fratton Road. Before D-Day we 
saw them every night – they must 

have been practising” 

“Mary Verrier was a 17-year-old nurse who 
worked at St Mary’s hospital, she said they 
knew something big was going to happen 
because all of the churches were cleared 

ready for the wounded”

“Soldiers marched through 
Portsmouth in 1944 ahead of 
D-Day.  The re-enactment in 2019 
was emotional and poignant”

“During WWII Portsmouth 
FC held the FA Cup trophy 
for 7 years - the longest 
uninterrupted period ever” 

“The Whale Island walk 
takes you through a lovely 
park and you get to look 
across the island, it is one 
of my favourites” 

“I heard news of the D-Day 
landings on the wireless in 
the dockyard where I 
worked repairing ships, 
and that’s when we 
realised what we had all 
been working towards”
Read moRead more about this story 
on the back of this map

.

“The  Healthy Walk around 
Old Portsmouth is a good 
one... although we often 
make it unhealthy by having 
slice of cake with custard at 
The Spinnaker Café!”

“When I saw the scale of the 
D-Day 75 commemorations 
and the leaders who came 
from all over the world. I 
appreciated how important 
Portsmouth’s role was in 1944”

“I remember being a child and 
seeing Bill Clinton’s helicopter arrive 
on Southsea Common for the D-Day 
50 commemorations and thinking - 
Wow, this doesn’t happen in other 

places in England”

“The Healthy Walk from Canoe Lake starts at the 
colourful rose garden and then takes you along the 
seafront. The people on that walk are always very 
friendly and welcoming. We stop at The 
D-Day Story for a drink and a catch-up, 
we like their vintage 
ttea cups and dotty 
red teapot”

“A walk along the seafront 
on a cold and windy day 
will give you energy. 

Especially if the waves are 
crashing over ” 
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Maya Choudhury

Gábor Szerényi

The Khaki Devils

“I love to see photos and read 
about the French Resistance 
when I am at The D-Day Story, I 
think of my home in France and 
how dangerous it would have 
been. They were so brave”

Wickham

"History can 
be found 
all around 
Portsmouth"

Sharing local stories, past and present, 
about D-day & Portsmouth
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“After World War II Portsmouth got 
bigger, communities were pushed 
out to Paulsgrove and Leigh Park to 
live in new housing.  A lot of 

people's houses had been bombed 
during the war.  People from here 
say they live in Pompey because 
they athey are proud of being from 

Portsmouth."
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